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a Dutchman to Sieur Bourdon, is expressed in the
following terms.®

‘I would not miss this opportunity of acquainting
you with my welfare. I am in good health, thank
God; and pray God that it may be so with you and
your children. For the rest, I have not much to tell
you, except how the French arrived, on the 17th of
this present month of October, 1647, at the fort of
the Maquois. This is to inform you how those
ungrateful Barbarians did not wait after they had
actually arrived in their cabins,— where they were
stripped all naked, without shirts, save that they
gave them each a breech-clout to hide their wretched
plight. The very day of their coming, [129] they
began to threaten them,—and that immediately, with
heavy blows of fists and clubs, saying: ‘ You will die
to-morrow; be not astonished. But we will not burn
you; have courage; we will strike you with the hatch-
et and will set your heads on the palings’ (that is
to say, on the fence about their village), ‘so that
when we shall capture your brothers they may still
see you.” You must know that it was only the nation
of the bear which put them to death; the nations of
the wolf and the turtle did all that they could to save
their lives, and said to the nation of the bear: ‘ Kill
us first.”” But alas! they are not in life for all that.
Know, then, that on the 18th, in the evening, when
they came to call Isaac to supper, he got up and went
away with that Barbarian to the lodge of the bear.
There was a traitor with his hatchet behind the door,
who, on entering, split open his head; then immedi-
ately he cut it off, and set it on the palings. The
next day, very early, he did the same to the other
man, and their bodies were thrown into the river.



